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A CONVERTED

Boathouse

In our quest to preserve and honor the past, we often
end'up living, vacationing, or even shopping in places
that originally had other purposes, other lives. It is not
uncommon to find carriage houses or stables, in the
city or the country, that have been transformed into
stores or homes. And it is just as easy to discover
churches, boathouses, lighthouses, and old gristmills
functioning as homes or inns. For New England’s archi-
tects, restoration builders, or carpenters this offers
thousands of interesting projects—projects that will be
passed on to future generations who will hold these
precious places close to their hearts.

Groups like the Society for the Preservation of New
England Antiquities (SPNEA} and the Trustees of
Reservations protect the most prestigious, historically
significant property collections and give us access 1o
the gardens, mansions, and farmhouses that have cap-
tured the essence of the region's history and its fami-
lies. Visiting these homes—from the Crane Estate in
Ipswich, Massachusetts, to Roseland Cottage in
Woodstock, Connecticut—inspires us in our own home
design and decor.

We live in and visit these places to change our per-
spective, perhaps to leave our high-tech, nontextural
lives behind for at least part of our days. If we choose
to live in a house from the 1600s, we may design the
interiors to keep all the remnants of modern life out of
sight. Architects help to hide the wires and systems
that cue us that it's the twenty-first century. Designers
help us track down the details, from period sconces
and old marble sinks to faithful period reproductions. At
the North Bennet Street School in Boston's North End,
the skills of fine woodworking and preservation car-
pentry are taught, and graduates produce handmade
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Here is the perfect escape—
an old boathouse given new life
as a getaway. The setting

w 2N the space give us the texture,
= scenery, and salt air we crave

all the workweek long.
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When we carefully transform
these places—open them to the
light of day—and reveal the views,

we are sustained by the simple
pleasure of staring off to sea and
letting the sea breezes in.
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