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BRIGHT-MINDED HOME

BY MELISSA COLEMAN

Q 'l'/ﬁ\ with architect Will Winkelman on

renovating a seasonal home

When the Floyd family updated thair 1885 summer home on Mere Paint
in Brunswick {Two Houses in Qne, page 60), they determined the best
plan was to leave the original building as a seasanal structure. This meant
they could maintain the feeling of a summer cottage while adding an
adjacent yvear-round addition for wintertime use, We asked architect Will
Winkelman of Winkelman Architecture about the process.
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() WHY WAS LEAVING THE
ORIGINAL BUILDING SEASONAL THE
BEST SOLUTION?

.-"h\_ Ay upgrade to bhe oregpnal
puiiding, to bruly be efficient, would
have lost the charm and history of the
cottage andfor would have been a very
expensive untdertalang, And tearing the
original buallding down and rebuilding
would sacrifice the character thal was
so endearing about the histonc home:

() HOW DOES THE ADDITION
WORK WITH THE ORIGINAL?

f'ﬁ\. Tre primary concept of the house
15 bridging the old and the new. The
ey is the space that joins and bridges
the two buildings. It feets like the
oubtdoars, bul it isan nlenor space
between two bulldings, 1t has a glass
roof 50 vou see the sky and a stone
ficror Hke & barracea:

':\_:' WHAT EFFICIENT FEATURES
WERE INCLUDED IN THE
REMOVATION?Z

."r""l The aonginal building needed a

new rool, 50 we took that opportunity
o skin the existing roof with an

inch of rgid insulation. Much of the
construction 15 just studs and a single
layar of tongue-and-groove boards
that are both the interior Tinish and
exterior siding. This made Hashing
conditions tricky, bul we were able

to restore the original siding whare
needed. The addilion, althawgh Lol on
a budget. has high-perfarmanca Marvin
windows and closed-cell spray-foam
insulation. The overall resull 15 that the
additicn costs less to heal than IF the
ariginal portion frad become insulated
for year-round use. GIEE

Fow miare, see page G0
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e fight portion of this house, with [ts front

pareh and glassed-in sunporch, was bullt as

a seasonal summer cottage in 1885, in 2013

homaowners Heather Holrmies Floyd and Bill
Floyd added the year-raund addmﬂ'ﬁ'm 1.I‘R: heft,

Cutside, the addition uses the vc-ﬁhu

ariginal structice, with 5Im|leu' vnﬂdnw huﬂiﬁ
materials, and roof forms. Inside, thepid. r;rusg, -
and new are distincétly differant. o ol
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orary addition preserves a historic

A cnntemz
summer coftage

Brunswic

by Debra Spark // Photography by Jeff Roberts // Styling by Janice Dunwoody
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n 1943 when Calharine Rolling Holmes
and Herberl Shepard Holmes  bought
an 1885 summer cottage on the tip of
Mere Point in Brunswiclk, the official
paperwork said that the "lot and creators
therecn shall never be used for keeping a hotel
boarding house. saloon, or other place of public
gntertainment.” These conditions were (hapoily)
not honored, according to a history of Mere Point
from 1878 to 2003, but that ¢laim 15 half tongue
in-chesk, While there was never a business on the
property, the family did like to entertain, Keeping
to tradition, Catharine and Herbert's granddaughter,
Heather Holmes Floyd, ang her husband, Bill Floyd
tend to the comvivial, The Holmes cottage, which
they now own, is part of a picturésque summer
colony with families zo tightly knit that neightxors
routingly joke that they have already selected their
children's spouses from ope ancther’s offspring
Friends are in and out of each othor's housas all
day, and residents rarely publicly seil their homes,
nstead passing them from one generation to the
next. As far as Bill Floyd knows, the last time one of
the 50 or so houses in the communily aclually came
an the open market was 1976,
In addition to the closely connected commumty,
Heathier and Bill have always loved their coltage

Itself, which remains much as it was in Heather's
grandparents’ day. On the exterior, it is classically
charming, with hydrangeas clustered at the base
df a deep sitting porch out front and a glassed-in
sunporch furnished with the grandparemts’ white
wicker, Inside, the rooms have wood floors and
exposed stud walls, often of dark weathered pine
bl sometimes painted, such as the dining room,
which is a light green and has an open corner
shall with ranstone china, The four small upstairs
bedrooms—ane furnished with sleigh beds, another
with an. antigue brass bed—each has a makeshift
closet of colorful fabric curtains, behind which
hide hooks with hangers, Paintings, often of Mere
Point and always by Catharine, hang on the walls,
Everything is old-fashioned and, for Heather and
Bill, perfect. Excepl in winter,

This has always been the downside of the
cottages; it is often cold. More ang more over timse,
Heather and Bill, who are based in Massachusetls,
wanked Lo visit Maime vear-round. However, they
knew there was no way to winterize the summer
cottage without doing damage  to (ts Mistorical
character, The cottage's interior and exterior walls
were one and the same; insulation and a heating
system could not be added withoutl covering up
something that the entire family loved,

Bili Floyd and Heathar
Helmes Floyd sit with their
elchest son, Henry, on tho
summar poarch (abovel with
whibe wicker furniture that
dates to the days when
Haather's grandparents lived
in the house, Casco Bay is in
thie backgrounc

The ariginal swmmner

dining room {opposite)

has exposed framing and
mharited fumiture, as well as
renstone china on the walls
and an open corner shaif,

All the paintings in the old
part of the house were dono
by Heather Holmes Floyd's
grandmather, Catharine
Holmes. The paint on the
floor and furnitura is new but
true to the original colars.
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lu;rht H"m matcrrais harg— storu: tile and walls of mckel gap ‘and uedar
shingle—suggest what might have been on tha oUtsice of i Halise, it
thare had been'an actual gap between separate new:and old bum:lhwu'é
The space Is: covared with a-glass rodf lrdm.:ed_ with rechaimed heark
pire. Thie lighting throughaut the holse is from Fogg Lighting. Thi
framsed flags on the kitehen wallarg from the Mare Paint Yacht 1.‘."Iu!:'

“and the Portiand Yacht Club, The famlly's dog, Popham (narmed after &

“the beach), wanders between &mnwggc\l partsofthe house
i ul_—li -




Thiy family's Grady-White
boat on Casco Bay (above)
Baehind the boat is thair
dock

The living room (opposite)
has a ralsed-hearth
firaplace that allows for
wood-storage underneath
The mantel I5s made of the
same reclaimod heart plne
that frames the glass roof
linking the old and new
parts of the house. The rug
is Seanross
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Heather and Bill rmight have been
permanently  stumped by thewr conflicting
desires, if not for Winkelman Architecture |n
Portiand. - Architect 'Will Winkelman and lead
designer Melissa Andrews, along with support
staff architect Brian Stephens, came up with
an unconventional “have your cake and eat It
too” solution, which Dana Srmith of Coaskal
Carpentry i Brunswick then buwill, The plan
left the original cottage more or less intact and
added a contemporary wing with an open living/
kitchen/dining room and four new bedrooms,
two en suite. In the surmmer, the whole house,
now expanded to eight Bedrooms, can be used,
In the winter, the old cottage can be closed off
for comtortable living in the new portion,

As built, the old cottage and the new home
searm like the same bullding on the exterior. The
addition is cottage-style and complementary to
the original, with similar roof forms, fenestration,

shutters, exposed rafter tails, and shirghing. A
terrace defined by a stone wall in front of the
new nouse balances the original frant porch,
which Is siluated over more traditional wood
lattice waork,

Inside, however, ald and new are distinctly
different. The new part of the house s light
and  airy with white walls, beadboard, and
blue accents. Bathrooms and kitchen are Tull
of modern corweniences, and a room off one
hathway serves as laptop nook and charging
slation. "Its like going from black-and-white
to color in The Wizard of 02 says Bill of the
transition between the two parts of the house

When it came time o tell Winkelman
Architecture what he hoped for in the addition,
Bill said he wanted to be able to make a turkey
for Thanksgiving dinmar i the kitchen and
simultaneously see the dining room table, the
ocean, the Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade,
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and a fire in the fireplace, And, indeed, now Bill
can truss a turkey and do all that, as the view
from the- kitchen island is to the dining room
with its large ccean-facing windows and lo the
living room., which has-a TV (rising on a |Ift from
a built-in cabinet) and a raised-hearth fieldstane
chimney. The lalter replaces an iber that was lost
i the renovabion—the original cottage’s brick
chimney, which could not be stabilized when
Smith built a Toundation to replace the posts on
which the cottage was originally bult.

Crdinarily, to shoehorn & new foundation under
an existing house, Smith would lift the house,
place it on adjacent land, and lay the foundation,
but the cottages on this side of Mere Point are
clustered tightly together. Smith had to lft the
home and have s workers “hammer ledoes with
a building hovering above them,” he sayvs.

Easily one of the most unigue: parts of the
nome s the "link porch,” which s an L-shaped
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space that marks the transition from the old hame
to the addition, s an indoor space suggestive
of an outdoor space, capped by a glass ceiling
framed with reclaimed heart pine timbers and
Moored with stone tile simitar to what you might
see on an outdoor patic. "We wanted It to feel ke
Iwo separate bulldings linked by a porch” says
Andrews, To this end, the walls are finished In the
same white cedar shingles and white nicket gap
used an the exterior walls of the criginal cottage

Heather was largely in charge of the interior
design, although she had help from friends within
the Mere Point community. In the new part of
the house, she kept to a nautical theme, using
boat cleats for refrigerator handles, Company C
rugs with lobster silhouettes for the halls, framed
yvacht Hlags in the kitchen, and a rope banister
for the stairway, which has a lighthouse-shaped
newel fashioned by Fal Andy's Hardwood in
Morth Yarmouth. The most unusual nautical detail



A weathered "Private Property™ sign (abowe, left), which
hangs on tha wall in the link between the old and new
part of the house, is & nod to the past and the Floyds'
engagement with it One day, when Bill was collecting
wood for a community bonfire, Heather's grandmother
gave him the sign, which had been stored in her basemeanl.
Rather than throw it into the fire, Bill gave it to the Mere
Paint Yacht Club, It hung an the cluly's walls far years, but
then cme day Healler saw 1L in a junk truck, ready to be
thrown aut again, She rescued it for a second time and
frammed il for her house.

Max Zachau i responsible lor built-ins throughoul the
house, incheding this pantry (abowve, right) locaked in a
corrickar wall behind the kitchen Part of the wood was
painted white and part left natural,

For the intarior desian, Heather conaciously choga Maine
matenals whenever she could, selecting reclaimed barn
wood for flooring and a gray-green Norumbega stane

for the kitchen countertops and island (oppasite). She is
shown fare to the far left with Henry, hor eldest sor; friend
Kat Shorisleeve; ard her husband, Bill Floyd. Their dog
Goose s named for Lower Goose Island,

MAKNEHOMELESIGHCOM 61




A guest bedroom on the ground floor (above)
Opposite, clockwise from top lelt:

The upstairs office has & built-in dask by Max Zachau and wallpaper that Winkelman
Architecture designed frem charts of Casco Bay, The design team also used the
wallpaper for the downstairs powder room and the top of the dining room table.

For an upstairs built-in linen cabinet, Zachau replicated the exact cabinets that
Heather and Bill had sean in a home in Rye, Mew York, A pull-out shelf is intended
for folding laundry. The hall rug with lobster silhouettes is from Company C and the
windows are Marvin,

A new staircase with a lighthouse-shaped newel. The rope that serves as a stair
handhold in the ariginal hause inspired the rope detail here

The refrigerator handles are boat cleats, which keeps with the nautical theme o tho
new part of the housea,

A Kichen J  Bediooms

B Living Room K RecRoom

C Tewoce L Gomge

D Dining Room M Owners Bedoom
E Office N Owners' Bathroom
F Enlry Hal O Owmers Closel
G hont Porcn
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The central room of the old part of the house (above) has original furmiture
fromy Heather s arandparents” day. Tha extra-wide pine boards on the walls
have a triple-bead profite where board meets board. Through the door and
window, you can see the indoor “link” that leads to the new part of the
house: What appears to bo a transom window above the door is a window
original ta the house, now rotated on ibs slcle, For structural reasons, Lhe
original chimney had 1o be removiad, A cabinet covers the space whera the
firebox once was. The original manbel can-still be seen above
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was inspired by Heather and her sister Bethany's tegn years wailressing al a
Falmouth restacrant whose tables were topped by naulical charts, Winkeiman
turned nautical charts of Casco Bay into wallpaper 1o line the walls of the study
and powder ragim and also to cover the top of the dining room table. (For the
table, the chart was glued down then coated with liguid acrylic resin.y Maow,
whien Heather and Bill bring that Thanksgiving turkey to the dining room table,
they can look down and seea cartoaraphers view | of what is out the window,

Ihe chart wallpaper has one small addition: a red dot that represents
Winkelman's own hame on Paaks Island. It's a wink of the eye from the staff in
Winkelman's affice. Builder Dana Smith, who also fives on Mere Point, might be
are of the many friends and family members who come inand out of Heather
and Bill's house on a given day, partaking in whatever "public entertainment”™
is-an offer, Winkalman, Andrews, and their associates are farther afield, out the
map serves as reminder; they are there all the same. CEEE

For more informahion, see Resources on nage 158



